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Appointment

· Government Affairs Institute, Georgetown University (Fall 2015-present)

· Senior Fellow

· McCourt School of Public Policy, Georgetown University (Spring 2018-present)

· Adjunct Professor

Education

· University of Virginia (Fall 2008-Summer 2014)

· PhD in Political Science, degree awarded in August 2014 

· Major Field: American Politics 
· Minor Field: Comparative Politics
· Dissertation Title: The New Politics of Taxation: The Republican Party and Anti-tax Positions

· Dissertation Committee: (Chair) Dr. Sidney Milkis, Dr. Eric Patashnik, Dr. James Savage, and Dr. Craig Volden.  
· University of Virginia (Fall 2008-Summer 2014)

· MA in Political Science awarded in 2010

· Johns Hopkins University (Summer 2005 - Spring 2008)
· MA in Teaching 

· George Washington University (Fall 2001 - Spring 2005)
· BA in Political Science 
Peer-Reviewed Publication 

· Milkis, Sidney, Daniel Tichenor, and Laura Blessing.  2013.  “Rallying Force”: The Modern Presidency, Social Movements, and the Transformation of American Politics.”  Presidential Studies Quarterly 43 (3), p. 641-670.

Book Chapter:

· Blessing, Laura. 2022. “The Eroding Congressional Budget Process.”  In Under the Iron Dome: Congress from the Inside, eds Paul Herrnson, Colton Campbell, and David Dulio. New York: Routledge.
Non-Peer-Reviewed Academic Publications
· Blessing, Laura. 2017.  “The Only Trump Pivot That Mattered.”  Contexts 16(1), p. 17-18.

· Blessing, Laura. 2016.  “Building the Party.”  The Miller Center’s First Year 2017 
Project, Volume 5: Fixing Our Broken Government.  http://firstyear2017.org/blog/building-the-party August 23, 2016.

· Blessing, Laura.  2015.  “Practice and Theory: How Experiencing the Political Process Can Inform Scholarship.” PS October 2015, p. 671-673.

Book Project:
· Building a Party Against Taxes: The Transformation of the GOP and the Rise of the New Politics of Taxation
· Two puzzles drive this work: what has created the current state of our tax politics, and under what conditions might political parties be most accountable for the policies they promote? A theory of policy-based party building is created, charting Republican anti-tax politics through the coalitional arena, the Executive branch, and Congress, with original datasets, case studies, interviews, and archival work. 
Working Papers:
· A Personal Lens on Policy History: Congress Attempts to Repeal the Affordable Care Act

· The Effects of the Earmarks Ban and their Reemergence 
· Before the Revolt: Carter’s Forays into Tax-Cutting before Prop 13
Grants & Fellowships

· APSA Congressional Fellowship

· Awarded by the American Political Science Association, this fellowship aims to expand understanding of Congress and policy-making.  Fellows benefit from the hands-on experience of serving on congressional staffs, as well as from specialized seminars.  This $50,000 fellowship is for the 2014-2015 academic year.
· Miller Center National Fellowship
· Awarded by the Miller Center, a nonpartisan institute at the University of Virginia that furthers work on the presidency, policy, political history, and governance challenges.  This $22,000 fellowship funds an academic year (2013-2014) of dissertation work and partners fellows with mentoring senior scholars—here, Dr. Andrea Campbell.
· Bankard Pre-Doctoral Fellowship

· Awarded by the Bankard Fund for Political Economy (awarded for the 2012-2013 academic year).  This $15,000 fellowship funds a year’s worth of research on dissertations on economic policy.

· Double Hoo Grant
·  Awarded by the University of Virginia (awarded: May 2009, project completed May 2010).  This $5,000 grant is given to graduate-undergraduate student pairs to pursue a joint research project.  Title of paper: “Where Did the Liberal Republicans in Congress Go?”
University Teaching Experience

· Senior Fellow, the Government Affairs Institute at Georgetown University 

· Research seminars: 
· Committees and Parties in Congress

· Politics of Tax and Budget Policy (created course for GAI)

· Short courses run include: Congressional Operations Seminar, Advanced Budget Seminar, Executive-Legislative Relations, Advanced Legislative Process

· Instructor, Masters in Policy Process (MPP) and Masters in Policy Management (MPM) Programs, McCourt School of Public Policy at Georgetown University 

· Courses: 
· Public Policy Process

· Inequality and Public Policy (created course for McCourt)
· Capstone: Advanced Policy Management Project

· Upcoming: The Politics of Taxing and Spending in America (created course for McCourt)
· Instructor, University of Virginia 

· The American Congress

· Instructor, Sweet Briar College 

· Media and Politics 
· The American Congress 
· The American Presidency 
Selected Conference Presentations
· “Victims of their Own Success: The Effects and Sustainability of the Republican Anti-Tax Position.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 5, 2024.
· “The Politics of Repealing Protections: A Policy History of the ACA Repeal Attempt.” Paper presented at the Policy History Conference, Columbus, Ohio. June 8, 2023.
· “Building an Administration Against Taxes: Executive Branch Policymaking & Transformation.” Presented at the American Political Science Association Conference, Montreal.  September 15, 2022.
· “Rewinding the Clock? The Effects of the Earmarks Ban and their Reemergence”  Paper presented at the Policy History Conference, Tempe, Arizona, June 3, 2022.

· “Republican Tax Policy Transforms Congress: Voting Patterns and Procedural Changes.” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 7, 2022.
· “Tying Their Hands: The Earmarks Ban, Weaker Parties, and Congressional Dysfunction.”  Paper presented at the Congress and History Conference.  Online conference.  June 4, 2020.
· “Hungry for Pork: The Earmarks Ban and Increasing Congressional Dysfunction.”  Presented at the American Political Science Association Conference, Boston, MA.  August 31, 2018.

· “All Politics is National: The Earmarks Ban and the Decline of Distributive Theory.”  Paper presented virtually at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 6, 2017.

· “Before the Revolt: Carter’s Forays into Tax-Cutting before Prop 13.”  Paper presented at the Policy History Conference, Nashville, Tennessee.  June 1, 2016.

· “Unexpected Allies: Republican Anti-Tax Coalition Building.”  Paper presented at the Policy History Conference, Columbus, Ohio.  June 4, 2014.

· “Republican Party-Building and Anti-Tax Policies.”  Paper presented at the Social Science History Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  November 21, 2013.  Paper presented in conjunction with participation in the Fiscal Sociology Workshop at Northwestern University (organized by Monica Prasad, Ajay Mehrotra, and Isaac Martin).

· United States National Report.  Report presented by primary author Stafford Smiley at the Tax Legislation: Legal Standards, Trends, Challenges Conference, Łodz University, Łodz, Poland.  October 11, 2013.  

· “The Modern Presidency, Social Movements, and the New Party System.” Paper presented by primary author Dr. Sidney Milkis at the American Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  August 31, 2013.

· “Unlikely Allies: Republican Anti-Tax Coalition Building.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 14, 2013.

· “Republican Party-Building and Anti-Tax Policies.”  Paper presented at the Tax Politics and Policy Workshop, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.  October 27, 2012.

· “Republican Party-Building and Anti-Tax Policies.”  Paper accepted by the American Political Science Association Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana.  August 31, 2012.

· “Congress and Taxes: Republican Party-Building and Anti-Tax Positions.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 14, 2012.

· “Beyond National, Presidential Parties: How Pervasive are Republican Anti-Tax Ideas?”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 2, 2011.

· “The Decline of the Liberal Republicans in Congress.”  Paper presented (with co-author Dr. Jeffery Jenkins) at the annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, Illinois.  April 23, 2010.

Service to Profession

· Review Panelist for selecting the 2022-2023 APSA Congressional Fellows

· Review Panelist for selecting the 2017-2018 APSA Congressional Fellows 

Public Scholarship and Media:
· Popular Academic Blogs:

· “Why the Crisis in Israel is Putting Pressure on GOP to Act over Vacant House Speaker Role” in The Conversation.  October 11, 2023.

· “What will this government shutdown shut down?” in The Conversation.  September 23, 2023. 
· “Why having 51 vs. 50 Senators matters way more for Democrats than you think” in GRID news.  December 6, 2022.  
· Editor and regular contributor to the Government Affairs Institute’s “On the Hill” newsletter.  Select newsletter pieces: 
· January 6, 2025: “Signaling the Right Turn: How to Understand Jimmy Carter”
· November 7, 2024: “The Government We Deserve?”
· March 12, 2024: “Disarming the Speaker”
· June 7, 2023: “Debt Limit Déjà vu? What Can We Learn From the Close Calls of 2011 and 2023?” 

· October 11, 2022: “The Midterms Cometh”
· April 5, 2022: “The Legacy Question”
· January 7, 2022: “Notes on Editing (Or Why We Need a Different Thesis Statement)”
· June 4, 2021: “A Familiar Landmine: The Looming Debt Ceiling”
· January 12, 2021: “Politics by Other Means”
· September 8, 2020: “Social Movements and Policy Change”
· May 6, 2020: “Lessons of Economic Recessions”
· January 9, 2020: “The Long Shadow of 2010”
· June 5, 2019: “Lessons in Impeachment” 

· July 11, 2018: “Budget Dysfunction: Potential Reforms”
· May 3, 2018: “Budget Dysfunction: Diagnosing the Problem”
· October 4, 2017: “Why Tax Reform is Hard” 

· Congressional Testimony:

· “The Debt Ceiling: Congressional History and Consequences.” Testimony before the House Budget Committee Hearing: “Why Congress Needs to Abolish the Debt Ceiling” February 16, 2022.
· Select Invited Talks:
· “Laura Blessing on the Potential Government Shutdown” C-SPAN’s Washington Journal. September 28, 2025.

· “The Budget Process, Tax Policies and the Politics Around Revenue” Reforming Congress Video Series, The Sunwater Foundation.  December 4, 2023. 
· Congressional Budgeting Process Panel Discussion. Event held by the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget with Sens. Enzi and Whitehouse.  February 2, 2020.

·  “Congressional Dysfunction and the Earmarks Ban.” Address for US Capitol Historical Society’s Lecture Series.  August 22, 2018. 

· Podcast:

· Regular commentator on the podcast "Congress, Two Beers In", also manages the podcast with the team at the Government Affairs Institute
· “Who Has the Power of the Purse These Days?” Marketplace’s Make Me Smart: Economics on Tap. September 12, 2025.

· “Is the GOP Too Polarized to Function?” Baltimore NPR affiliate WYPR.  November 25, 2015.

· Provided commentary for:

The New York Times, the Washington Post, Politico, NPR, NPR Marketplace, Al Jazeera, BBC, Politico, The Globe and Mail, and others.
· Caregiving policy testimony available upon request; includes testimony for a congressionally-mandated report, invited talks, advisory work on reports.
